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	Letter from the Director & Board President
	Amy Nystrand Executive Director
	The Educators' Cooperative has been the single most important lens to shape my practice, my outlook, my professional development, and my politics to align with what is best for our city's children.

	Joel Bezaire  Board President

	Our Mission
	Our Impact
	Since 2016, EdCo has built bridges between educators from different sectors, ideologies, and experience. Since then, we’ve facilitated:


	15,589
	hours of professional learning

	4,081
	event attendees

	86,063+
	students with access to better trained and supported teacher members

	Events Offered:
	Total Attendees:
	"10 years ago, it was a really novel idea to be in a cohort with public school, private school, charter school teachers together, and that's why I applied. I wanted to be teacher to teacher, without the politics of the other stuff.”
	2024-2025: EdCo In the Classroom

	95%
	97%
	91%
	"It was really invigorating to be with all those other teachers. And having the mixing together of different people, different experiences, different subjects, getting to hear everybody's problems, hear what everybody's got worked out, what works really well for them. It's just interesting that collaboration, and it gave me a lot of energy to stay in education and to try to make things better." - Cohort 10 Member

	A Year in the Life
	Our Programming is teacher-driven. The unique collection of teachers within EdCo means that we have immediate access to the current needs, worries, and excitements for teachers in Nashville - leading to relevant, responsive events all year long. Take a look at a few highlights from this school year:
	September: Collective Conference
	October: Culture Corner
	December: Book Study Kick Off

	January: Partnership with Oasis
	February: EdCampNash
	March: EdCo Coffee
	April: EdCo Exchange Ramp Up
	May: Book Study Finale
	July: Summer Workshop & Cohort 11
	We welcomed our newest Cohort during our annual Summer Workshop in July 2025, bringing our total Membership to 253. We spent 5 days introducing new ways of solving problems, collaborating across sectors, tiers, and content disciplines, and discussing shared concerns and shared successes. When the week concluded, EdCo members identified the following themes as representative of the experience:
	Expansive
	One new Member shared a poignant reflection of the week: “Meeting folks from all across the city reminded me that we're educating the next generation of people and it's making me feel expansive.” After hearing that, many more repeated this idea of expansive in different forms – to overcome barriers with creativity, to collaborate instead of divide, and to return to the classroom energized for the start of next year.

	Safety
	Multiple teachers shared about hardships and burnout faced over the previous school year. For one, Summer Workshop offered a safe space to process and left her reminded of why she wants to keep teaching. For another, Summer Workshop gave a solution for being siloed in one sector. EdCo presented a place to share vulnerably and exist in relationships, rather than the hierarchy common in many school structures.

	Student-Centered
	One participant shared: “One thing I'm taking away is how very grateful I am to hear the perspective and passion around the room. I'm grateful students in Nashville have people like you in their corner. I feel really grateful kids have you in their lives.” Throughout the week, teachers with diverse backgrounds connected on many topics, but chiefly – their passion for students.



	183
	2,266
	“I feel powerful to enact solutions to positively affect my students in the face of constraints in my classroom and school.”
	“I have a space where I can contribute my professional skills and knowledge.”
	“I feel connected to a larger education community beyond my school.”

	100%
	85%
	70%
	45%
	I am incredibly energized  by the connections I have made to educators throughout Nashville. Their perspective and passions are a previously untapped resource to keep me growing and excited about my work. At the same time, their experiences allow a non-judgmental space for some of the negative feelings and heaviness that comes with being a teacher. I am feeling passionate and humbled to be an official part of the EdCo community.
	Join Us in Welcoming Cohort 11
	Amanda Reinarts Donelson Middle
	Barbara Wade Meigs Middle
	Christopher Taylor Fall Hamilton Elementary
	Craig Allen Tulip Grove Elementary

	Deandre Benn LEAD Cameron
	Dolores Hackett St. Bernard Academy
	Ghariba Babiry Norman Binkley Elementary
	Hannah Baughn Glencliff High
	Kayleigh Luna Explore! Community School

	Kristin Keiper-Berneman Percy Priest Elementary
	Leslie Osborne Charlotte Park Elementary
	Liz Hurst Intrepid College Prep
	Nicole Bonner Head Magnet Middle
	Rachel Lynn Braly LEAD Prep Southeast

	Rani Banjarian KIPP Global
	Sarah Shuba St. Bernard Academy

	Senait Womack TSU
	Shaughn Wiseman St. Bernard Academy
	Shaun Davis LEAD Cameron
	Tomica Lake HG Hill Middle


	Schools with EdCo Members
	THANK

	YOU
	Your support means the world to us.


